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Knocklong History, Heritage & Tourism 
is a special interest group set up by 
Knocklong Development Association. 
Our role is to develop the history, heritage 
and tourism aspects of the community of 
Knocklong.

Knocklong, like many other villages in 
rural Ireland, has declined economically 
and socially. Today it is hard to imagine 
that one hundred years ago Knocklong 
was bustling with industry and the scene 
of the dramatic rescue of Séan Hogan 
during the fight for freedom.

Knocklong HHT want to honour the 
past and in doing so we hope to rescue 
our village and revitalise it for the 
future. Since our inception in November, 
2012, we have surveyed the historical 
graveyards in the parish, available online 
at historicgraves.ie. We have exhibited 
memorabilia and hosted a historic walk 
for the Knocklong Gathering 2013.

In December, 2013, we hosted an 
Afternoon of History with presentations 
on the Creamery and the Railway. There 
was a lively question and answer session 
on the Rescue of Sean Hogan and the 
War of Independence: which confirmed 
our belief that there is a need to explore 
and commemorate this event of local and 
national importance. Our aim is not to be 
partisan but to understand the sacrifices 
and difficulties endured by our ancestors 
for the foundation of the republic.

7.30	 Welcome Address

7.45 	 Seán Hogan, historian, introduces
	 John Connors

8.00 	 John Connors speaks about The Life 	
	 and Times of Seán Hogan, famously 	
	 rescued at Knocklong Station in
	 May 1919.

9.00 	 Outline of Knocklong Railway Project 	
	 by Patsy Walsh

Followed by Traditional
Music in The Hill Bar

9.30	 Registration

10.00  	 Seán Hogan, author of The Black and 	
	 Tans in North Tipperary. 
Lecture: “It’s a Long Way…: Tipperary’s
	 Soldiers in the British Army during 
	 the Revolutionary Period,
	 1913-1923” including question and 		
	 answer session.

10.45 	 Dr. Padraig Óg O’Ruairc, author of 		
	 Blood on the Banner.
Lecture: “They were right to suspect me, 		
	 lots of ex-soldiers were murderers! 
	 Ex-soldiers in Clare during the War 	
	 of Independence, 1917-1921”
	 including question and answer
	 session.



Following the success of our seminar in 
May 2014, we are proud to present an 
extended programme of events for 2015.  
This year we have speakers representing 
every county in Munster.  There will be 
more opportunity for members of the 
audience to get involved as there will be 
a question and answer session for each 
speaker, as well as a panel discussion in 
the morning and afternoon.

We are grateful to Dooley Car Hire for 
their sponsorship of the Irish Army Band 
concert, which promises to be a great 
evening’s entertainment.

For the traditional music enthusiast 
Friday night in the Hill Bar is the place 
to be. 

There will be something for all the family 
on Sunday with our Family Fun Day, 
which includes retro games, a fun fair 
and a barbecue.

Hosted by Knocklong H.H.T.

Date: Saturday 16th May

11.30 	 Dr. Pat McCarthy, author of
	 Waterford and the Irish Revolution.
Lecture:	“Pariahs or Prodigal Sons?
	 The Experience of Ex-Servicemen in 
	 Waterford, 1919-1921” including 		
	 question and answer session.

12.00 	 Panel Discussion

13.00 	 Lunch 

14.00  	 Dr. Tim Horgan, author of Dying for 
	 the Cause: Kerry’s Republican Dead.  
Lecture:	“For King and (then) Country: 		
	 Kerry Men fighting for and (then) 
	 against the Empire” including
	 question and answer session.

14.45 	 Dr. John Borgonovo, author of
	 The Dynamics of War & Revolution: 	
	 Cork City 1916-1918.
Lecture: “Ex-Soldiers in Revolutionary
	 Ireland: The Cork Branch of the
	 National Federation of Discharged 	
	 and Demobilised Soldiers and
	 Sailors, 1918-1922” including
	 question and answer session.

15.30 	 Dr. Gerard Noonan, author of
	 The IRA in Britain, 1919-1923: ’In the 
	 Heart of Enemy Lines.’
Lecture: “The Flotsam and Jetsam of the 		
	 Great War? Ex-servicemen in
	 Limerick, 1919-1921” including
	 question and answer session.

16.15  	 Panel Discussion

17.00 	 Closing of Seminar

17.15  	 Laying of Wreaths in
	 commemoration of the Rescue at
	 the Railway

20.00 	 Irish Army Band Concert

Kindly sponsored by



Key Speakers

Dr. John Borgonovo
John Borgonovo is a lecturer in modern Irish history at University College Cork. A 
native of San Francisco, he is a prolific writer. Among other works, he is the author 
of The Dynamics of War and Revolution: Cork City, 1916–1918 (2013), The Battle for 
Cork: July-August 1922 (2011) and Spies, Informers and the ‘Anti-Sinn Féin Society’: 
The Intelligence War in Cork City, 1920–1921 (2007). He lectures widely on the Irish 
Revolution.  
	

Seán Hogan

Seán Hogan is a native of Puckane, near Nenagh, Co. Tipperary. He has researched 
extensively and lectured on the 1913–1922 period in north Tipperary. He is the author 
of The Black and Tans in North Tipperary: Policing, Revolution and War, 1913–1923 
(2013). This work is most unique in that it draws extensively on a large number of 
interviews with participants and living witnesses which the author carried out over a 
thirty year period. Seán works in the public service in Dublin.
 	

Dr. Tim Horgan

Tim Horgan was born in Tralee, Co. Kerry. After completing his second level education 
at the ‘Green’ in Tralee, he studied medicine at University College Dublin. A qualified 
ophthalmologist, he practises in Tralee. He is the author of Dying for the Cause: Kerry’s 
Republican Dead (2015) and co-editor of The Men Will Talk to Me: Kerry Interviews 
by Ernie O’Malley (2012), a collection of O’Malley’s interviews with Kerry veterans of 
the revolutionary period. Tim is a member of the Kerry Archaeological and Historical 
Society and he lectures widely on the War of Independence in Co. Kerry. Tim comes 
from a proud Republican tradition.



Gerard Noonan 

Gerard Noonan is a native of Ballyneety, Co. Limerick. He has degrees in history from 
the University of Limerick and University College Dublin, as well as a PhD from Trinity 
College Dublin. He is the author of The IRA in Britain, 1919–1923: ‘In the Heart of 
Enemy Lines’ (2014). 

  

Pádraig Óg O’Ruairc

Pádraig Óg Ó’Ruairc is native of Meelick, Co. Clare. He was educated at St. Nessan’s 
College, Limerick, and University College Dublin, where he graduated with a degree 
in archaeology. He then pursued a PhD in history at the University of Limerick. He is 
the author of a number of works on the War of Independence and Civil War, including 
Revolution: A Photographic History of Revolutionary Ireland, 1913–1923 (2011), The 
Battle for Limerick City (2010) and Blood on the Banner: The Republican Struggle in 
Clare (2009). He has also been very involved with commemorative groups in south 
east Clare, where he has been responsible for the erection of a number of very fine 
monuments. He works in the public service.

Dr. Pat McCarthy

Pat McCarthy, a native of Waterford City, was educated at Mount Sion CBS and at 
University College Dublin, where he received a PhD in chemistry and an MBA. He has 
recently retired after a career in the pharmaceutical manufacturing industry. He has 
published extensively in the Irish Sword, the journal of the Military History Society 
of Ireland, and in Decies, the journal of the Waterford Historical and Archaeological 
Society. His book Waterford and the Irish Revolution 1912–1923 will be published by 
Four Courts Press in June this year. 

Key Speakers continued



Join Us To Celebrate

Contact Details
E: knocklonghistory@gmail.com
Phone: Joe (086) 847 1500

Admission Fee
€5.00 per seminar session,
€10.00 for Irish Army Band Concert

Food
Hot lunch will be available on Sat 16th of May for €10.00
Tea and coffee will be served.
(Pre Booking Essential)

Location
Knocklong, Co. Limerick
52.4333° N, 8.4000° W

Knocklong is on the R513 approx. 20 miles from Limerick city 
on the Mitchelstown to Limerick Road.

If approaching from Mitchelstown take a left immediately 
prior to the railway bridge. If approaching from Limerick 
take a right immediately after the railway bridge.

Please fill in the Online Registration Form at 
www.knocklong.net/registration2015

Kilmallock, Co. Limerick.

Please book directly

by calling 063 31200

deeberthousehotel.com

                                                   P
referred Accommodation Provider

@KnocklongHist         KnocklongHistory


